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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: The time is 1453 
hours. This is Battalion Chief John Malkin of the 
safety battalion. 

I am conducting an interview today with 
Captain James Fody, F-0-D-Y, covering in Engine 


Company No. 6, regarding the events of September 


11. 

Q. What follows is the interview with Captain 
Fody? 

A. On the 11th, I was assigned -- I was a 


lieutenant at the time, assigned to Engine Company 7, 
located on Duane street, about seven or eight blocks 
from the trade center. 

I was working that day. I had worked the 
night before. I was working that day on overtime in 
Engine Company 9 on Canal Street. I was only there 
about ten or fifteen minutes. One of my members was 
out in front of quarters and witnessed the plane come 
over the city and witnessed the plane hit the 
building. 

Right after that, he came in, informed us an 
airliner had just struck the World Trade Center tower. 
I went outside and -- not that I didn't believe him, 


but somebody tells you something like that, you Say, 
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oh, well, you think you saw it, or -- take a look. 

So I went outside, and we looked in the 
direction of the towers, and you could see flames and 
smoke emanating from the area of the trade center. So 
we went back inside, and we turned out the company. 

Engine 9 is a satellite. The day crew was 
already in. I took one member from the night crew as 
an extra chauffeur to drive the second section of the 
satellite, and we responded to the trade center. 

Ladder 6 is also quartered with Engine 9, and 
they also responded. Captain Jonas was working. We 
arrived within, I would say, six or seven minutes. I 
had the chauffeurs position the rigs on West Street and 
Vesey, which would be the northwest corner of the north 
tower, Tower 1. 

Myself and the three other firefighters 
entered the lobby. We took roll-ups. We took extra 
Scott cylinders. I also took a search rope, and I took 
the oxygen. The members asked me what else should we 
take. I said, "Give me the oxygen. Maybe we can use 
that." 

And we went in. We reported to Chief Hayden, 
who had set up a command post. He advised us to just 


try to pair up with another engine company. I went to 
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the command board. They paired us up with Engine 15. 
Engine 15 I believe at that time had already entered 
the stairway, the B stairway, so I reported in to the 
board. They took down the information, and at the time 
we entered the B stairway, and we started up the B 
stairway. 

It was a little bit crowded getting into the 
stairway, but we were able to get into the stairway. 
Civilians were coming down, and Fire Department units 
were headed up. The stairway was quite orderly at this 
time. Pretty much it was only room for two rows of 
people. Civilians were coming down one side. Fire 
Department was headed up the other side. 

I told the members we are going to have to 
pace ourselves. Every five floors, we'll take a quick 
break just to catch our breath, make sure everybody is 
still together. We took a break on five, very short. 
We continued up. 

I got a little bit ahead of them. At one 
point there, there was, I believe, a Port Authority 
detective behind me, who asked me two or three times, 
"Let me carry something. Let me carry something," 
because he saw -- so finally, I said, "All right, take 


the oxygen," and I told him what it was. In case we 
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get separated if he can use it, that's what it is. 

Somewhere around the 10th Floor, a little bit 
above the 10th Floor, I was a little bit ahead of the 
members, and Captain Jonas gave a Mayday for a member 
of Engine 9 with chest pains, so I turned around to see 
they weren't right behind me, and I had to go down 
about a flight or two, and I found one of my members. 

You want names, of course. 

Q. Yes. 

A. The member was Ray Hayden. He's assigned to 
Engine 9, and I believe he was either crouching or 
sitting on the landing probably around the 10th Floor 
and was in some distress. So we helped him onto the 
floor, the 10th Floor, and after a minute to two, he 
insisted he was all right. "I'm okay. I want to 
continue . I want to continue." 

We took a little bit time longer to assess 
his condition. We took his pulse. We looked at him. 
He seemed to be all right. We rested a few more 
minutes, and then we continued on. 

We continued on about the 20th Floor. We 
took another quick break, went in on the floor to catch 
our breath. As we were picking up our gear again, 


getting ready to go up again, the building began to 
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shake and sway, and I believe at this time the lights 
went out, you know, with all that going on. 

We didn't know it at the time, but this was, 
in fact, the south tower collapsing. We just kind of 
stayed there for a minute to see what was going on. 
Within a minute or two, I heard a transmission on the 
radio that the 66th Floor had collapsed. It had 
collapsed into 65, but the building felt sound at this 
time. We continued on. 

So from 20, we continued up maybe two more 
flights, somewhere between 22 and 23. We encountered 
Fire Department members coming down the stairs still in 
the B stairway, and they told us, "We are getting out. 
We're evacuating the building." 

The order had been given. I didn't hear the 
order on the radio. I found out later on that it was 
given by Chief Pfeifer, the first battalion. They were 
in the lobby when the other building fell, and he had 
given that order. He may have given it on the command 
channel. That's why we didn't hear it. 

So we left the roll-ups. We left the spare 
bottles just in order to evacuate quicker. Going down 
the stairs, it was again quite orderly. There were 


almost no civilians that we encountered. We did have 
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to stop probably four or five times to allow other 
members to come in from floors or civilians -- the few 
Civilians that were left coming in from the floors, but 
it was orderly. 

Made it down to the lobby, exited the 
stairways, and the lobby at this point was pretty much 
empty. There weren't too many people in the lobby. I 
did encounter a lieutenant from Engine 212. He came up 
to me and said, "I may need your help. I can't find 
any of my guys." So I said okay. 

There was still one guy -- I wasn't sure of 
where one of my guys was, one of the chauffeurs. I 
didn't know if he had come in the building or he was 
still outside. I said, "Let me get all my guys 
together, and I'm going to come back, and we'll help 
you search for your guys." I knew that he was from 
Brooklyn. He probably wasn't familiar with the complex 
there. I had been there, from being -- usually we're 
second or third due at the towers. I was a little bit 
more familiar about where we might be able to look for 
them. 

We exited the lobby. We went past where the 
command center was, which -- there were no more chiefs 


there. They had all moved, I think across West 
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Street. We went out onto West Street through the 
windows, which had been blown out from the south tower 
collapsing, and we turned north on West Street, mainly 
just because we were headed towards where the rigs 
were. 

We got a little bit past, I believe, Vesey 
Street, which is the first street north of the north 
tower. We were in the middle of the street near the 
divider. We removed our masks and catching our breath 
trying to -- it was overheated and trying to catch our 
breath. 

Within about two minutes of us being there, 
the north tower began to collapse, and we turned, and 
we looked, and we could see it was starting to come 
down. Somebody nearby me yelled, "It's coming down," 
which drew my attention it to, that plus the roar, so I 
just said to the guys, "Let's just run north. You 
know, just go this way." 

Started heading up north, away from, because 
I knew we were too close, and would it collapse. At 
this point, I didn't know how far away we were going to 
get, whether the debris was going to hit us or not. I 
would say we ran -- I ran maybe 10 or 15 seconds before 


I looked over my shoulder, and you could see the dust 
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cloud of debris and determined we couldn't out run it, 
so I'm not sure if I yelled to guys to try to take 
cover or I just motioned to them. I really couldn't 
see them that well. At this point, it was obviously 
chaos. 

I had in my mind to try to get behind 
something, because I didn't know what was going to be 
in this debris cloud. I didn't know if there was going 
hot steel rolling down the street or fire ball, or 
shock wave, whatever. 

I ran a little bit further, and I came to a 
Fire Department suburban parked perpendicular to West 
Street and just dove behind that, and within a second 
or two, the blast from the collapse hit the rig. 

The street went completely dark. Very 
difficult to breathe. I was covered with dust and 
soot, and the concussion blast actually rocked the 
vehicle that we were leaning against. Probably three 
or four other members also dove behind the same 
vehicle. One landed on top of me, and one landed next 
to me, and we just stayed there until it settled down 
and we could see and breathe again. 

I was kind of on the bottom of the pile, so I 


was trying to get somebody else who was there to see, 
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because I didn't know how long it was going to be like 
this, see if there was a mask available inside the 
rig. It was a chief's car. Maybe there might be a 
mask there. We weren't able to get into the 
apparatus. 

When things started to settle, I got up, and 
I looked around. It took me awhile to find everybody 
again that was in my unit. The time frame is -- I kind 
of lost it, to give you the time frame, because things 
I thought took five minutes may have taken an hour and 
vice versa. We probably took close to an hour to 
assemble everybody, find the other chauffeurs, and 
eventually we reassembled. 

We moved further north up West Street, got 
together. I was kind of just waiting to see if there 
were any chiefs that were going to give orders or 
establish an assembly point. There really wasn't much 
of that going on yet. What we did hear within probably 
a another half hour or so, maybe twenty minutes, 
transmissions from Ladder Company 6, who was trapped in 
the building after the collapse, but they were still -- 
eventually they all made it out, of course, but being 
with members who were quartered with them, they wanted 


to go see what they could do for them. 
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There really wasn't much we could do. It was 
a pile. We heard over the next half hour, hour or so, 
transmissions back and forth from Captain Jonas about 
their location, and Chief Blaich trying to figure out 
where they were. They knew where they were. They were 
in the B stairway, but there was -- 

Q. When you look at the pile, where was the B 
stairway? So how to locate them -- how did that go? 
What mechanism would you use? 

A. And just, you know, trying to climb over the 
pile at this point, seeing if it was -- eventually, we 
were able to get the pumper going. It was supplied, I 
think, by a relay from the boat, fire boat, on the 
river, supplied it, and somebody found access to the B 
stairway through the parking garage. 

There was an entrance on Vesey Street, and we 
attempted to stretch a line through there to reach them 
from the bottom, but it was too much debris. It was 
completely packed with debris from the bottom. Must 
have taken three or four hours, and they extricated 
themselves from -- I know they were trapped with 39 
engine, and 39 engine also got out, along with a Chief 
Picciotto was also with them. They were in 


communications. 
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There was also a chief there that didn't make 
it, Chief Prunty, I believe. He had covered down by 
us, S I knew him. I didn't know that he was with them 
at the time. I didn't find that out till later, but I 
know that he was communicating with 39 engine before he 
succumbed. 

I'm trying to get the time frame right. 

After that, we were there quite late. We were there 
until about nine or ten o'clock at night, and 
eventually we got the rig. The rig was damaged, but 
drivable, and the members of -- myself and the other 
members of 9 returned to Canal Street, quarters at 
Canal Street along with a few other members, and I 
couldn't tell you what companies they were from. 

After that, I went home. I returned after -- 
about midnight, I returned to my quarters, Engine 7, 
spent the night there, and the next day I went -- I 
went home to see my family in the early hours of the 
next day between nine and twelve, and I went back that 
night. I spent the next three or four days, just 
whenever we could get down to the pile and -- 

Q. Everybody got out okay from 9? 
A. Everybody in 9 engine survived. Everybody 


from 6 engine -- I mean 6 truck survived, miraculously, 
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and everybody from 7 and 1, where I was assigned, 
survived. 

Q. Unbelievable. 

A. Unbelievable, yeah. I know 7 made it up as 
high as the about the 30th Floor, 30 or 31 with -- 
Captain Tardio was working. I think he had three guys 
with him. 

Q. The intention of the chiefs giving the orders 
more or less to engine companies initially was take 
your roll-ups, and you were going to fight the fire. 
Pretty much that's the way it looked, right? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. In the initial stages, that was basically the 
intent, right? 

A. They were basically, I would assume, treating 
it as a high-rise fire. 

Q. As a high-rise fire, yeah. 

A. A big fire. My thoughts going up the stairs 
was I didn't know if we were going to put it out. 

Q. Right. 

A. But I assumed that we could get close enough 
that, you Know, people were trapped, and we had to 
extinguish fire to get to them, or to keep a stairway 


clear or -- 
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Q. What would you say the chances of getting to 
the 85th Floor, the 86th Floor, with these roll-ups, 
the bunker gear, a mask, an extra bottle, without the 
elevators? What are our chances? 

A. Looking back now, practically zero. If the 
building -- and I couldn't -- I don't think you could 
find a person there that day that thought the building 
was going to come down. 

Q. Right. 

A. You probably heard that. 

Q. Absolutely. 

A. You probably won't hear anybody say that they 
really thought they weren't going to go in because it 
was going to come down. That was it was the furthest 
thought from their mind. 

At one point, I figured we'll get as close as 
we can get. When we reach the point of exhaustion, 
maybe other companies coming in would be able to come 
up with only their bunker gear and pick up the roll-ups 
and continue, pick up the roll-ups and maybe even our 
masks, and be able to continue, or if we got close 
enough to fight the fire, they would be behind us, but 
it was going to be -- as it went on, it was going to be 


more of just a rescue evacuation and not really 
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fighting fire. 

Q. When you were in the lobby, did you notice 
the elevators, what the condition of the elevators 
was? 

Was there any fire in the elevator shafts? 
Did you notice the elevator to any extent? 

A. I didn't see fire in the elevator shafts. 
There was a good deal of soot, like a white soot all 
through the lobby. A couple of the doors of the 
elevators were buckled, so there was some kind of 
explosion or fire in there. There were -- in the 
vestibule between the outer doors and the inner doors, 
there were two civilian bodies burned. There was 
nothing we could do for them at that point, you know. 
I assumed something came down and just burned them. 
They might have been in the elevator or near the 
elevator and stumbled as far as they got. 

I heard reports that there was one elevator 
working that some guys used. There were no elevators 
by the time we got there. All the elevators were out. 
It was one of the first things that was established. 
Elevators were not working. 

If we were going to do anything, we were 


going to go from the stairs. That's pretty much it. 
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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: That's pretty much 
it. 

I thank Captain Fody for this interview. 
This concludes the interview and it's 1511 hours, 


and that's it. 


